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I was listening to Radio 2 early one morning a week or three ago and there was an item about Silver Scribblers – encouragement for senior people to think about writing short articles on any subject as an activity to add to their daily routine. Someone had come up with ‘A Short History of Tractors in the Ukraine’. Is there a ‘Silver Scribbler’, senior or otherwise, in Willand who might like to send something for the Mag?  Even about tractors……….  
Experience is a euphemism for mistakes.
NEED MORE VOLUNTEERS?  BAFFLED BY CRBS OR THE NEW VETTING AND BARRING SCHEME?

The Devon Association of CVS are offering time and expertise on a range of volunteering issues to small (income under £40k) community and voluntary groups in your Parish.   You may want to find out more about the Vetting and Barring Scheme or help with recruiting more volunteers – if so, we can help!  You will also be able to access regular updates on volunteering issues and have the opportunity to link in to local networks if you wish.  Interested?  We would love to hear from you.  Contact Jenny Fish, County Co-ordinator by email jennyf@torridgecvs.org.uk or telephone 01237 471136 and a local worker from Mid Devon CVS will arrange to come and see you.
                                                    Jenny Fish,  Member Services Co-ordinator
Old age is for other people.
ADVERTISERS

A couple more future advertisers who, although on the waiting list, have events planned for NOW, who need to spread the word….
WEIGHT LOSS WITH HYPNOTHERAPY

AT LAST!! New classes begin with a FREE introductory session on Tuesday 2nd March in the Youth Club, 7.30 - 8.30 pm.   ACHIEVE YOUR DREAM:   a fabulous slim body that you deserve, that’s a joy to dress and KEEP IT!!

WHY DOES HYPNOTHERAPY WORK? Because it deals with the Main Frame - your Brain! Whether you pick between meals, comfort eat or over eat, it starts with what is in your mind.  When you have thoughts of boredom, anxiety, depression, or just plain habit, you buy into the feelings that creates and if that turns to eating, you can soon pile on the pounds. When you shift those negative thoughts with hypnotherapy you break that cycle.

IS HYPNOTHERAPY SAFE? Apart from a few extremes, YES. Stage hypnotists are entertainers. The truth is you won’t turn into a chicken, or act against your will, or “stay under”. The fact is that trance is a natural state every day, (like when the car seems to drive itself because your mind is elsewhere for half the journey), and at night during our REM sleep. Hypnotherapy just replicates that state to gain access to the subconscious where all your beliefs are stored; beneficial positive ones and the negative ones that drag you down. And that’s where the changes begin....... So, come along, find out more, free and with no obligation. If you have any questions, contact Demi on 01884 38269 ( Metaphysical Life Coach, NCH student, Clinical Hypnotherapist and Psychotherapist). 

  -   and ……

SALSA-BASED FITNESS FOR ALL AGES – NEW CLASS PLANNED

Salsa DX (Salsa aerobics) classes are currently held every Thursday at 10am during term-time in the Village Hall. Due to popular demand, an additional NEW class will be starting on Thursday Feb 25 at 11am.  This will be suitable for ALL ages and fitness levels and will be at a gentler pace than the 10 am class.  So if you would like to come along to either class, or if you need more details, please call Deborah on 07986 173481 or email Deborah@Salsadx.com 

People who know they can be wrong are called human beings.

….FROM YOUR PARISH COUNCIL
We are coming up to the Annual Parish Meeting on March 18th in the Village Hall, where many of the organisations in the village will be presenting their annual reports and plans for the future.  This is a fantastic event and reminds us again of the scope and diversity of activities in the village. Why not put the date in your diary?  

In the Parish Council, we have been working through the recent changes and developing some ideas for the future.  I hope to be able to talk about them at the Annual Meeting when I present the Parish Council report.  However, it is not about a handful of people deciding what is best for the village.  We are here to serve the village and it is important that we understand what is important to you.  We will be asking for your views on several subjects over the coming months as we update the Parish Plan and the Emergency Plan.  Without your input these documents and the resulting activities will only have limited value.  Please help us to make good decisions for the future

I recently read the minutes of the very first Parish Council meeting – and I quote:
“The first Parish meeting for the parish of Willand was held (according to notice duly published) in the old school Room on Thursday the 4th day of December 1894, at 6 o’clock in the evening, where about 45 Electors were present”

At our full Council Meeting in February, one member of the public (or elector) was present.  I’m not sure of the population of the village in 1894 but if we kept the proportion I would expect to see about 400 electors – we dream on!  We have vacancies for Councillors and are also looking for volunteers to work with us on future projects.  Mike Wright applied to fill a vacancy recently – here’s what he has to say: 

“I have lived in the village for twenty years, initially travelling to Exeter for work. On retirement I volunteered for Meals on Wheels and helped in the Cancer Research shop in Cullompton but because of numerous vacations, my free time was limited.

 

Currently, in addition to travelling, my interests include The Ramblers Club and I have recently joined the village Short Mat Bowls Club.  I still have spare time and as I have enjoyed and made use of the village's amenities, I would like to contribute to its further development in any useful way.

 

Are you prepared to spend some time working with us to make our village a better community? If so, please contact me or Tracy, our Parish Clerk.
                                                                                                            Ray Ursell
You can’t file the past away – you have to sort it first.
EVERYONE’S TOMORROW

 A Conference and information fair organised by the Senior Council for Devon - 10am, Thursday March 11 2010,  Matford Centre, Matford Park Road, Exeter EX2 8FD.  HUNDREDS of older people from across Devon are to have the chance to hear in person the latest Government thinking on issues that particularly affect them, from health and social care to transport and social isolation.

The Everyone’s Tomorrow conference and information fair in Exeter will host several high-profile speakers, including Angela Eagle MP, Minister for Pensions; John Hart, the leader of Devon County Council; the chief executive of NHS Devon; and, offering his thoughts on rural issues with a typically light touch, Tony Beard, BBC Radio Devon’s Wag from Widecombe.

A question-and-answer session will be held at the conference, which has been organised by the Senior Council for Devon, the county-wide forum for people aged 50 and over. The information fair, attended by health and social-care professionals and charity organisations, will run concurrently with the conference.  This is a free event open to members of the public aged 50-plus, and it’s not too late to place a booking for a free lunch. For more information please contact telephone 01837 840562 or email  arc.southtawton@virgin.net
NAUTICAL TERMS – DOG WATCH

There appears to be no conclusive evidence of the origin of the term or when and where it was first used. Several explanations have been put forward. Shipboard watches are of four hours each, except for the Dog Watch, which are only two.   Watches are divided as follows:-

12 –  4pm      Afternoon watch

4   -   6pm      First Dog watch

6   -   8pm      Second Dog watch

8   - 12pm      First Night watch

12 -   4am      Middle watch

4   -  8am       Morning watch

8   - 12am      Forenoon watch

It is not improbable that the two Dog watches were introduced to avoid the same men always being on the same watch. Consequently, they ‘dodged’ the routine and the present word is a corruption of ‘dodge’. Another opinion suggests that ‘Dog’ might have come from the old saying ‘between Dog and Wolf’, which meant neither daylight nor dark and referred to dusk.  It has also been attributed to ‘docked or shortened’ Another opinion contends that the watch was so short that not even a dog would have time for a nap!
If you want to be happy for a short time, get drunk. Happy for a long time? Fall in love. Happy forever? Take up gardening.

WILLAND GARDEN CLUB
Hopefully, the very cold weather has now finished and we can look forward to getting out into our gardens at last. Our first meeting of the year is on Wednesday, 10th March at 7.30 in the Club room of the Village Hall. Our speaker will be talking about Meadow Plants of the Alps. At our meeting on 24th April, we will have a demonstration on hanging baskets. We welcome any new members. Annual subscription is a very reasonable £2.50 and visitors may attend meetings for 50 pence. We end each meeting with tea or coffee and biscuits and have an annual outing and club meal, so the subscription is excellent value.

To help raise funds towards the Flower Show on Saturday, 21st August, we will be holding a coffee morning on Saturday, 20th March in the Village Hall and on May 22nd, we will be having our annual Plant Sale. Everyone is welcome to come along.  For further details about the Garden Club and Show, please, email me at candrallan@talktalk.net or phone me on 01884 33828. If you would like me to call you back, just leave a message on my answer-phone. 

                                                                Carol Allan   Garden Club Secretary

WILLAND VILLAGE HALL

Happy New Year to everyone! 2010 did not get off to a very good start, with a whole week of bookings cancelled due to the snow. We also had a leak from our flat roof extension, which has now been repaired.

Now that Mary Isaacs’ whist drives have been discontinued at the Village Hall, we will have to look at other ways to raise funds, so have decided to try a coffee morning on Saturday, 17th April. There will be a bring-and-buy stall, cakes and a raffle, so please come along and support your village hall.

We have a number of activities going on at the Hall of which you may not be aware. There is Keep Fit for the over 50’s, Flower Arranging, Upholstery, Tai Chi, Weight Loss, Salsa dancing (starting after half term), Short Mat Bowls, Martial Arts, War Games, Folk Dance, Line Dancing, Bingo, Brownies, Pram and Pushchair Club, CAMEO, Over 60’s and Garden Club. For more details about these, please contact the Secretary or Treasurer. (And apart from the last three, I’d be extremely grateful for an article for the magazine from all the others. Ed.)
Our Secretary, Tony Wills, will be retiring at the AGM in May. Applications will be taken until April. If anyone is interested in doing the job, please contact me (01884 33828) or Brian Thomas, our Chairman, (01884 855267) for more details. The post would be suitable for a retired person or someone younger, preferably with some free time during the day. An internet connection is necessary as bookings can be made by email. 

We still have some vacancies for Village Hall trustees if anyone is interested in doing some charity work - some of you may not know that the Village Hall is a registered charity. The Hall is run by a committee of trustees, which is made up of representatives from village organisations using the hall and some members of the public. The committee meets once a month, except in August and December, for a short meeting. Please contact me for more details.

                                                                 Carol Allan, Village Hall Treasurer

You won’t collapse if you forget to take your vitamins.
OVER 60’S CLUB
This year is a very important one for the Club, as we will be celebrating our 60th anniversary on March 11th. As this is our A.G.M., the committee will again be elected and we will be having a celebration tea with several surprises, which I know all members are going to enjoy. We will also be having our usual draw.

Our January meeting had to be cancelled due to the snowy weather but in February we will be welcoming Mr Dean Hancock from ‘The Donkey Sanctuary’.  In April, we will be starting our outings again, with a visit to the Torre Cider Farm, nr Watchet and later on to Minehead.  Hopefully, in March, members will be notified of all outings and guest speakers for 2010. 

                                                                        Margaret Atherton. (Secretary)

Age is unimportant unless you’re edible.
St. MARY’S CHURCH, WILLAND
I have been enjoying watching the series on Channel Four ‘The History of the Bible’, and it has struck me again and again that faith communities have a long history of both ‘getting it right’ and equally ‘getting it wrong’.  The series has shown how fundamentalism has been at the heart of a great deal of damage. I heard someone described recently as ‘A Christian, in the worst sense of the word’ and it made me smile; it is indeed possible to be deeply religious whilst at the same time losing sight of what really lies at the heart of your faith.
Jesus had a good deal to say to the fundamentalists of his own time, they were called the Pharisees and their knowledge of their Bible was impressive to say the least, but to them Jesus said: You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life. (John 5v9)
Jesus challenged the fundamentalists concerning their lack of love and invited them to hold fast, above all else, to the greatest commandment of all; to love God and to love others. As I reflect on our world today it would seem that this challenge needs to be heard afresh by all who would wish to be faithful.

We cannot claim to always get it right at St Mary’s but we are at least committed to trying!  I saw a billboard outside a church once which read ‘The church is full of hypocrites (but we can always budge up and make room for a few more)’.  Perhaps it’s time for you to pop along to St Mary’s and discover the difference that the heart of the Christian message could make for good in your life and in our community. A warm welcome awaits you. 

                                                                     With love and prayers, Rev Anna x
LETTERS TO THE ED…….

Dear Brian, I read your letter regarding dog fouling in Willand and how to contact the M.D.D.C Dog Warden.  Having lived near Jaycroft for ten years, I offer the following few points on dogs and their owners. Like most things in life, a few spoil the reputation for the rest and in Willand, some dog owners are irresponsible, are not concerned where their dogs foul and have no intention of picking up the mess. 
Plastic bags containing dog mess are thrown in the Jaycroft hedges, often only a short distance from the dog mess collection bins. There are all the usual dog owner tricks to avoid picking up their dog mess, from the walking on ahead leaving the dog way behind doing what it likes, to the lady who leaves her house with “something” in her dog poo bag and then walks back with the same bag at the end of each walk. Many dogs are not on leads in the residential areas, they chase cats, run on gardens often fouling before they run to catch up with their owners. My garden is on a main dog walk route and I have lost count of the number of times I have had to clear up dog mess. 
A particularly anti-social group of dog owners exercise their dogs in the children’s play park and get very aggressive when asked not to do so. I have every sympathy with the grass cutting staff, who are having to contend with piles of dog mess when keeping our grassed areas tidy. Can there be anything as unpleasant as the stink of dog poo as you clean it from your footwear. I would like to think that some irresponsible dog owners are being caught and prosecuted; perhaps the M.D.D.C will respond to this letter – name and shame I say, to help rid our lovely village of this disgusting problem. Everyone who feels as I do, should contact M.D.D.C and report the details of these owners and their dogs.                        A Willand Resident (name & address supplied).
                                     ------------------------------------
Hello Brian,  I am very concerned by the amount of dog poo in our village!!!  I refer particularly to Gables Rd where I live and am aware of many people walking their dogs up and down the road. I speak to many of the dogs who enjoy their daily walks along here and they assure me they always tell their owners to pick up their mess - however there are always 6 or 7 lots of "poo" along the road every day.
Willand is well endowed with doggy boxes and there is no excuse for leaving  dog mess for someone else to clear up. A visitor to the village called Gables Rd "dog poo alley", what a reputation to hold. One particular deposit was found spread across the entrance to my gate and subsequently onto the wheels of my daughter’s wheelchair recently!
Dog fouling is a health hazard and should not be tolerated by good citizens, I also think it is an insult to our excellent parish lengthsman who is out every day keeping Willand clean & tidy. Perhaps dog walkers should be reminded that failure to pick up their dogs mess is an offence and is punishable by a hefty fine. Please, please could you appeal through your magazine to dog owners to consider the residents of Gables Rd., as well as others in the village and please pick up after their dog.  Many thanks,                           Jenny Baker
(I have had no response from MDDC. Ed.)
Nothing’s a bargain unless you need it.

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE – LET US KNOW WHAT YOU THINK.
Tracy Leaman, our Parish Clerk, has given me a copy of a consultation form in relation to the above, but the questions appear to be mainly for Parish or Town Councils who currently are NOT served by the service. I know there has been a different form handed to those using the service and if you haven’t completed it and sent it in, please do so now – March 19th will come all too quickly! If you are not a user but have some suggestions which would encourage you to do so, please put them down in writing and send to mobiles@devon.gov.uk , by post to Mobile Library Services, Devon County Council, Topsham Road, Exeter, EX2 4QD, complete the survey online at www.devon.gov.uk/mobilelibraryreview or hand it to the driver of the mobile library. The following might encourage you to respond:

“Over the last ten years, the number of people using the mobile library service has declined by more than 40%. We want to revitalise the service so that it becomes a better-used and more vibrant service within rural communities. We know that the people who still use the service value it very highly but the drastic decline in use means that we now need to consider how we increase use of the service to deliver the best value for money for Devon’s communities.
Currently, 11 mobile library vehicles stop at most rural locations throughout the county. In the past, we have responded to demand for stops in an ad hoc way and as a result we currently serve 1140 stops for between ten minutes and a one hour on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis. This means they spend a lot of time travelling between stops and are only serving customers for 55% of the hours they are in service. Far fewer people are using the service now than when the timetable of routes was created. 

We want to hear the views of current users and local councils. We are particularly interested in hearing from people and organisations in rural communities who may live some distance from our static libraries and who might be interested in using the service in the future. We plan to adapt the routes and stops as a result of this feedback”.

You cannot change yesterday, you can only make the most of today and look with hope towards tomorrow.
WILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL

(This article is the one that just missed the deadline for the last magazine. ‘Not much has happened at the school since’, I am told, so it’s apparently still appropriate!!)  Happy New Year from all at Willand School.  Another busy term has finished and we thought we would keep you up to speed with what has been happening in the school.
On the 3rd November we were lucky enough to have a visitor from the council to talk to us about how important bicycle helmets are. He told us a true story about a boy that did not wear a helmet and ended up in hospital with brain damage. As a result of this, most of us wear our helmets wherever we go now.

On Friday 13th November 2009, the school helped to support Children in Need.  We did something different and school council decided we should come to school in bright, florescent dazzling clothes. We called this Dazzle Day.  Overall all we managed to raise a whopping £258!  

Do you say no to bullying? Well, on the week commencing 23rd November, Willand School held an Anti-bullying week to say NO to bullying. On the Friday of that week the whole school came in wearing blue. Different classes studied different types of bullying and categories to do with bullying. Years 5 & 6 learnt more about cyber bullying and made Cyber Bullying leaflets in Literacy.  Lower down the school each child had a piece of paper in the shape of gingerbread man and wrote a message of peace on it. Then they each held a blue balloon in the shape of a smiley face.  Willand School try hard to prevent bullying and WE WON’T TOLERATE IT!

On Friday 27th November, Willand School had their Christmas Fayre. We do this every year to help raise money for the school. There were games, stalls, a visit from Father Christmas and a competition for the children to design a Christmas decoration. The event went very well and we raised approximately £1300 for the school.  As always we are very grateful to all of you who came and supported the event.

On Saturday the 28th November, four year six children represented Willand School at the Wellington School Maths Challenge. After one hour of challenging maths questions, the children came back into the main hall where they announced that Willand came third out of thirty nine schools!  What a super start to Maths Week which began the following Monday.  All children designed and made their own maths game for their parents to play with them on Friday afternoon. The children all received a nine sided dice to take home and keep!  The big challenge to everyone in school was to estimate how many sweets were in the jar – the teachers loved this!  Maths week ended on the 4th December. It was great fun and everyone enjoyed it. 

Lauren,           Anthony,          Rhianna,            Katie,          Lilly,           Jack,         Niamh,         India,        Emily       and       Katie.
HELP, PLEASE

I am desperately short of the shopping-sized plastic carrier bags for delivering the Magazines to the deliverers.  If you can help, please ring the Ed on 01884 34111.  Thank you.
AMAZING!
I cdnuolt blveiee that I cluod aulaclty uesdnatnrd what I was rdanieg. Wtih the phaonmneal pweor of the hmuan mind, aoccdrnig to rscheearch at Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it deosn't mttaer in what oredr the ltteers in a word are, the olny iprmoatnt tihng is that the first and last ltteer be in the rghit pclae. The rset can be a taotl mses and you can  still raed it wouthit a porbelm. This is bcuseae the huamn mnid deos not raed ervey lteter by istlef, but the word as a wlohe.  Amzanig eh?

I’m not young enough to know everything.
HOMEMAKER SOUTHWEST
Hello,  I am writing on behalf of Homemaker Southwest, a local charity based in Exeter. We are a local independent organisation which provides free money advice and other support to people throughout Devon who are experiencing difficulties in sustaining their accommodation.  We are accredited by Devon County Council and the Office of Fair Trading, and members of Advice UK.

In the light of the recent economic downturn, and in response to current needs, the Devon Housing Options Partnership (comprising all local district councils) commissioned a mortgage arrears advice service from Homemaker a year ago.  The service has been highlighted on BBC Spotlight, and is recognised by the Government’s Communities and Local Government Department.

The advice line went live some months ago and accepts calls directly from people who are concerned about their ability to maintain their mortgage payments.  We will provide advice on what options may be available to individuals, as well as issuing a Mortgage Arrears Advice pack, a copy of which I will be pleased to send you on request.  There is no charge for the advice given or for the pack. 

Recent research has shown that, where people seek advice from an independent agency, the chances of losing their homes at court can be reduced by half.  A report by ConsultCIH (Chartered Institute of Housing) published in Autumn 2009, indicates that “those attending court and those who receive advice or submit further information to court get much more favourable outcomes than those who do not attend”.  

It also found that many households “have only a low awareness of the options to avoid repossession that can be available, and have not sought or received advice before they get to court, which means opportunities to prevent repossession are being lost.  They are unaware of court processes and think there is no way to save their home once the court summons is served.”

A local charitable organisation, Homemaker Southwest, is working hard to plug the gap in advice available to homeowners in Devon who are worried about maintaining their mortgage payments.  They will offer advice at any stage, but encourage people to get in touch earlier rather than later, in order to increase their options.   

Funded by all the local authorities within Devon, Homemaker Southwest offers free, independent and confidential telephone and email advice to homeowners about managing their mortgage payments during the current economic climate, as well as issuing the free information pack.

Since the helpline was introduced at the beginning of 2009, more than 200 people have sought advice on the options that are available.   

Jane Sandland, the helpline advisor, says that it is important for people to know that mortgage arrears don’t automatically lead to repossession.  “Knowledge of what help is available, whether it be benefits, or new government/lender initiatives, can give people more options and enable them to pursue alternatives they may not have previously considered. 

You can contact Homemaker’s Mortgage Arrears Advice Line on 01392 686760 or email MAAP@homemakersw.org.uk  or, for even more information about Homemaker, visit www.homemakersw.org.uk  and click on ‘our current services’.
Please contact me if you would like to discuss anything further or have any queries.  Jane Sandland, Mortgage Arrears Advisor, 01392 686760, Homemaker Southwest, 17 Heavitree Road, Exeter, EX1 2LD, Office:  01392 686752, Fax:  01392 686755           Registered Charity No. 1088596

Pills can’t make you younger but they may make you grow older.
CAMEO
We had our annual Christmas Dinner at the Tiverton Hotel in December and it was good to see to members who had now moved from the village, Viv Slaughter and Gill Hayhoe, along with their husbands. After a nice meal, Jenny and Kay each read a Christmas poem and then the "Singles" group ladies sang their rendition of "My Favourite Things" This was a parody on Old Age written and performed by Julie Andrews to an organisation for older folk in the U.S.A. and gave everyone a good laugh.
Several members went to see the pantomime in Tiverton in January – but owing to Mother Nature, several of our planned events had to be cancelled - the January meeting, the trip to Bristol to the pantomime and the "Singles" annual lunch at the Halfway House. When February came, things had improved, and we were able to hold our A.G.M.  Mary welcomed 37 members and three visitors to the meeting. Mary Tebbey was re-elected as Chairman for a further year and the committee were voted back - en bloc - Sandra Chiles agreed to join the committee. We are changing the date of our A.G.M. in future and this will now take place in October. Although the Treasurer, Janet, reported a healthy bank balance, as the costs for Speakers have risen a lot this last year, we are going to increase the subscription slightly in 2011 but it is still excellent value for money considering all the events and activities which are there for members to enjoy. Daphne and Kay were the joint winners of the Flower of the Month competition and each will hold the Margaret Berrie Rose Bowl for six months. Julia won the Photographic competition which was held for one year only.

 There will be a Skittles evening at the Barge in Halberton on 19th March and a lunch will be held at the East Devon College on 21st April. Sylvia is hoping to arrange a visit to the Met. Office in Exeter later in the year.

We will be holding two Coffee Mornings this year, the first of which will be for our funds and will be on 10th April and on October 16th we will be having our big charity event. The charity for this year will be chosen by the members at our next meeting.

The Speaker at the March meeting will be from a member of the Fire Service - Fire Safety in the Home. We still have a couple of vacancies left (we limit our membership to 50 members) so if you feel you would like to come along and see what we are about, we hold our meetings at the Village Hall on the first Thursday of each month at 7.15.p.m. and you will be sure of a warm welcome.
We then got down to the serious business of the evening. Food and dancing! The committee had provided a lovely finger buffet and then Brian and Jane Thomas had their work cut out trying to get us organised for the "Square Dancing" what a laugh that turned out to be. The less active members were rolling in the aisles watching our antics and singing along to the music, so a great time was had by all. We had a lovely party which rounded off a very successful and happy year for CAMEO.                                  Betty Penberthy

(And just in case you were wondering about the parody on Old Age………… 
sung to the tune of "My Favourite Things")


Botox and nose drops and needles for knitting
Walkers and handrails and new dental fittings
Bundles of magazines tied up with string,
These are a few of my favourite things
           Cadillacs and cataracts, hearing aids and glasses
           Polident and Fixodent and false teeth in glasses
           Pacemakers, golf carts and porches with swings
           These are a few of my favourite things.

                      When the pipes leak, when the bones creak
                      When the knees go bad,
                       I simply remember my favourite things
                       And then I don't feel so bad.

                                Hot tea and crumpets and corn pads for bunions
                                No spicy hot food or food cooked with onions,
                                Bathrobes and heating pads, hot meals they bring,
                                These are a few of my favourite things.
 
                                    Back pain, confused brains and no need for "sinning"
                                    Thin bones and fractures and hair that is thinning, 
                                    And we won't mention stories of small shrunken frames,
                                    That’s when we think of our favourite things.
                                                When the joints ache, when the hips break,
                                                When the eyes grow dim,
                                                Then I remember the great life I've had,
                                                And then I don't feel too bad.
The only reason I took up jogging was to hear heavy breathing.
WILLAND TENNIS CLUB

Our new year starts on the 1st April, when all subscriptions are paid. A full Adult Membership is £75 for the year.  The Juniors (children aged 5 – 18 years) start Tuesday 6th April and Wednesday 7th April. Coaching for Juniors will run from April to end of July and the charge for this is £55. This allows the children to use the courts all year. There will also be coaching September, October, November and March with an additional charge of £43. If there are any children interested in becoming members, please contact me.   We are also running Beginner and Improver Lessons for Adults on Friday nights, starting Friday 7th May at 6.30pm and 8.o’clock. Anyone interested please contact me, the charge £45 for 10 weeks.

At present we have 60 adult members and 60 junior members, the Club is growing all the time. We run 4 League teams during the summer for adults and 2 boy’s teams for juniors. Our Boys Team won Div. 1 East Devon League. Adult Club Nights are Monday and Thursday from 6.30pm. Ladies Morning is Wednesday from 10.00am. Everyone is welcome, so please contact Rita Parish on 01884 820803 or email rita@weirmill-devon.co.uk  
The courts are also open to the Public for Hire. The charge is Children £1.00 per hour. Students £1.50 per hour and Adults £2.00 per hour. The courts can be hired from John Morrison, who lives opposite at Driftwood, Gables Road, Willand, tel 01884 32331. Rita Parish, Hon Secretary Willand Tennis Club

I play Cinderella tennis – I never quite get to the ball.

COLDHARBOUR MILL
Friday 26th March:  Friends of Coldharbour Mill Annual General Meeting

The Agenda will be in the March issue of the Friends' Newsletter, & copies of the minutes of the last AGM and last year's accounts will be available at the meeting.   7 for 7.30 pm in the Old Stables.  Parking in the Mill yard. 

Until Easter, the Mill is open for visitors Mon-Fri 10am-4pm. Admission tickets for the Mill Tour are available from the Mill Shop, which is also open daily 10am-4pm, with its wide range of yarns, craft accessories, craft books, knitted goods and greetings cards. 

The Gill Box Restaurant: Winter opening hours are 10am – 4pm daily.   The restaurant continues to provide lunches for Senior Citizens every Monday, Wednesday & Friday at special reduced rates – still held at 2008 prices ! 

From Easter & through the Summer, in response to popular demand, it is planned to open the Gill Box Restaurant in the evenings on Thursday, Friday and Saturday with a bistro style menu - food available 6pm-9.30pm.  For more details, phone free on 0800 389 3859.

Saturday 3rd April:  Friends' Easter Coffee Morning with Bring & Buy in the Old Stables at the Mill 10-12am. All welcome! Parking in the Mill car park

Sunday 4th & Monday 5th April:  EASTER STEAM-UP! Come and see the old engines in full steam!    10am-4pm each day. Mill Tours –  Mill Shop – Restaurant. Parking in the Mill car park. (Please note there will not be a Steam-Up in May as essential repairs to the leat will be undertaken on the Mill site)

                                                                                                         Susan Wasfi
My problem is reconciling my gross habits with my net income.
QUANGO’S

It’s a word I’m sure we will be hearing a considerable number of times in the coming weeks, so I looked up the definition. “Quango – Quasi (‘having a likeness to something’), Un-elected, Autonomous, Non-Governmental Organisation.” They employ a total of 110,000 people and cost the U.K. £46.5 billion last year. Presumably, that doesn’t include ring-fenced pensions….. Ed.
It’s hard to be nostalgic when you can’t remember anything.
THE TIVERTON MUSEUM RAILWAY COLLECTION

We are pleased to announce as part of our Tivvy Bumper 75th birthday celebrations the launch of our first venture into publishing. Inspired by the chance find of the original Engineer’s Notebook for the Exe Valley Railway, this new limited edition book gives a wonderful insight into the planning and building of the Exe Valley Line.  Included are many beautiful colour-washed drawings, along with material relating to the Culm Valley Railway and the archaeology of the railway today.

We would like to invite you to this special occasion on Saturday, 10th April at 10.30 a.m. at the Museum.   This coincides with our Tivvy Bumper exhibition, which runs from Friday 2nd to 22nd April 2010.  Please feel free to pass this invitation on to anyone who you think may be interested.   Light refreshments will be provided and it would be appreciated if you could let us know by April 1st 2010 whether or not you can attend. Yours sincerely, Liz Shepherd, Education  Officer,  Amyas Crump, Trustee (Mobile:  07734105465, evenings 01392 254623 or email education@tivertonmuseum.org.uk

THE UFFCULME MAY DAY SHOW, MONDAY 7TH MAY

We are again looking forward to a great day at the Uffculme Show to be held at the usual site along Bridwell Avenue.  The Sheep Show has many of the rare breeds of old and some of the best of the new, brought out for show for the first time this year. This is the first Show on the calendar for the sheep exhibitor!  Dog lovers will have the show on their calendar. Hundreds did last year. We have classes for just about every breed & type of dog imaginable. 

There will be a wide variety of trade stand exhibitors to browse amongst, classic and even vintage vehicles to look at and of course the Funlands Fair for the young, and not so young, just for the sheer “fun of it”. Even more in the main ring with the Majorettes, Falconry & other displays.

Exe Valley Rotary Club has been running the event, and providing support for the Sheep Show, for many years. There are two objectives in organising the show. The first is to provide a local community fun day out, and the second is fund raising for the various activities we support. For further information, please contact Richard Taylor, 01884  840300 or by email to  richard@4bridgestreet.eclipse.co.uk
ANOTHER NAUTICAL ORIGIN – THE DEVIL TO PAY
It has been suggested in Brewer’s Dictionary of Phrase and Fable that the original expression was ‘Devil to pay and no pitch hot’. In this connection, the ‘devil’ was a particularly inaccessible seam to the ship’s side near the keel. ‘To pay’ was to cover the seam with pitch if it had opened.  
When ships were careened (i.e., beached on their side) for repairs, it was difficult to caulk this seam before the tide turned and the vessel re-floated. Consequently, the pitch was not sufficiently hot to be applied before the tide had turned. However, it is also believed that the term may have referred to a plank very low down in the ship’s side which had to be painted. So the phrase was possibly corrupted from the ‘Devil to paint’
WILLAND HISTORY GROUP

First of all we have an appeal for our next Exhibition (already booked for 27th  November 2010). Tying in with the 10th Anniversary of Willand History Group, we want to have a retrospective look at the ‘recent history’ of Willand, and particularly the last ten years. Do you have any photographs, press articles or other material of any of the many celebrations, commemorations, sports games, club events, businesses, school activities, or the various developments and changes that have happened in Willand over the last few decades? If so, we would love to hear from you. Any items can be copied and returned to their owners in a short period of time. Just thinking about the last decade, there has been the Queen’s Golden Jubilee, open air events in the park, the league successes of Willand Rovers, commencement of the Mid-Devon Business Park, new classrooms at Willand School, to name a few. Of course, going back further over the last 50 years the changes to Willand have been massive. Did you take photos to document any of these changes? All help is much appreciated!

Geri Holloway has been in touch, and she mentioned her memories of growing up as a playmate of Eric Potter back in the 1940s. At the time Eric was living in the ‘old village’ with his mother, Winnie and grandfather Sid, in a cottage next to Ernest White’s shop, and two along from the Post Office. Geri recalls that, “Next to the Potters was Mr John Payne, later Mr and Mrs Barnes, then Mr and Mrs Bass, later Mr and Mrs Ball, then Mr and Mrs Mortimore and finally my parents, sister and myself in Carr Cottage on the corner of Dye House Lane.” In previous correspondence Geri has described Ernest Whites shop:  “Next door to the Post Office was a smaller shop owned by Mr Ernest White, selling sweets, chocolate and cigarettes.  He also did shoe repairs. It was there that we spent our treasured sweet coupons, carefully cut out from our ration books by jolly Mrs White” Geri remembers that Ernie White had two daughters, Gwen and Margery,  and how in his shop: “the two small windows, one on each side of the door with its pinging entrance bell, were filled with jars of mouth-watering sweets. The right-hand window always displayed a poster, updated weekly, giving details of the films being shown at the Regal Cinema in Cullompton. On many Saturday afternoons in the 1940s I, with my sister Pamela, our cousin John Chick and his friend John Mitcham, patronised matinees, fortified with a generous bag of sweets (entrusted to me as the oldest of our foursome for distribution), given to us by Mrs Beatrice Mitcham who ran the Post Office/Supply Stores with her husband, Jack. The four of us travelled to and from Cullompton on the Devon General single-decker bus which passed through Willand village at regular intervals.  Return fare for children from Willand to Cullompton was 3d. [pence], the same as the admission for children to the cinema.”  

Finally, a press report from 60 years ago (Tiverton Gazette, 3 January 1950) that might stir memories of the early days of Willand Youth Club: “First annual Christmas party for Willand Youth Club was held at the Assembly Room, Tiverton Junction. Organising the event was the chairman, Mr Christopher Ball, the hon. secretary, Miss Jean Spearing and Mr Maurice Ball, Miss Joan Levett, Miss Norma Vicary, Miss Edna Dart, Mr Ray Lake, Mr C. Copp and Miss Hennagulph. The advisory committee were represented by the rector, the Rev. G. Heard, Mrs H. Gorman, Mr and Mrs W.O. Cudmore, Mrs F. Chick and Messrs C.W. Baker and R.W. Rowe. Mr Ray Lake was M.C. Refreshments were served by Misses Joan Levett, Enid Dart and Mrs Perchard.”                                                       James Morrison (01884 250057)
AND FINALLY

With PC Katie Rich on maternity leave until September, our Community PCSO told us in the last issue of the Mag that there was nothing to report on crimes and incidents, although according to the official Neighbourhood Policing website, reported crimes for December 2009 in Willand stood at 22, compared to 8 for the previous month. And as we go to press, it has just been announced that Devon & Cornwall Constabulary are having to make savings, equivalent to 180 officers from the existing 3500, plus 100 other posts, whilst receiving an above-inflation 4.95% increase in Council Tax this year
There is some concern that a police presence has been lacking at the monthly Parish Council meetings, or even a report submitted in their absence. Our area is referred to by the Police by the electoral ward name of Canonsleigh and Halberton, which incorporates the villages of Burlescombe & Westleigh (1043 residents), Halberton (1713), Sampford Peverell (1335), Holcombe Rogus (479), Huntsham (144), Hockworthy (173), Clayhanger (112), Uplowman (347) and Willand (3445) – a total of 8791 people (FHSA figures) and many miles of narrow lanes in between. The Police team looking after this area consists of 1 sergeant, 1 PC, 1 PCSO and 12 ‘Specials’. The latter, I believe, are only paid expenses, so any cost-cutting measures are going to be extremely difficult. Bearing in mind nobody works 24/7, you won’t be at all surprised if, as a result of a recent initiative, your civilian, volunteer, next-door neighbour reports you to the authorities for speeding. And perhaps someone other than an over-worked ‘foot-soldier’ could attend the monthly Parish Council meetings.
WILLAND DIARY            
MARCH

Monday        1st     Culm District Flower Club                      W.V.H..      2.15pm
Thursday      4th     Methodist Church Coffee Morning                           10.00am

Thursday      4th     Salsa DX & DX Basics                W.V.H.    10.00&11.00am
Thursday      4th     CAMEO. Fire safety in the home.           W.V.H.,      7.15pm

Tuesday       2nd
    Willand Rovers Bingo                             W.V.H.,      7.30pm
Wednesday 10th
    Garden Club, Meadow plants of the Alps W.V.H.     7.30pm
Thursday     11th    Salsa DX & DX Basics  - as March 4th

Thursday     11th    Over 60’s Club A.G.M.                           W.V.H.,      2.15pm

Thursday     11th    Folk Dance Club Night                           W.V.H.       8.00pm

Saturday      13th    Folk Dance Club Dance                          W.V.H.       8.00pm

Tuesday      16th
    Willand Rovers Bingo                             W.V.H.,      7.30pm
Thursday     18th    Salsa DX & DX Basics – as March 4th

Friday         19th
    Cowgirl Twisters Line Dance                 W.V.H.,      8.00pm
Saturday     20th     Garden Club Coffee Morning                 W.V.H.,    10.15am
Tuesday      23rd    St. Mary’s Church Hall Whist Drive                          7.30pm

Thursday    25th     Salsa DX & DX Basics  -  as March 4th

Thursday    25th     Folk Dance Club Night                           W.V.H.,      8.00pm
Friday         26th
    Blood Donors - afternoon and evening.  W.V.H.
Sunday       28th     St. Mary’s Palm Sunday Service                               10.15am

APRIL
Thursday       1st    Methodist Church Coffee Morning                           10.00am

Thursday       1st    Salsa DX & DX Basics  - as March 4th

Thursday       1st    CAMEO                                                   W.V.H.,      7.30pm     

Friday           2nd    St. Mary’s Good Friday Reflections                         11.00am

Sunday        4th     St.Mary’s Easter Sunday Worship/Holy Comm 9.30 & 11am
Tuesday        6th
    Willand Rovers Bingo                             W.V.H.,      7.30pm
Tuesday        6th     St. Mary’s Church Hall Whist Drive                          7.30pm

Thursday      8th     Over 60’s Club                                        W.V.H.,      2.15pm

Thursday      8th     Folk Dance Club Night                            W.V.H.,      8.00pm

Wednesday 14th
    Garden Club – Hanging baskets.             W.V.H.,      7.30pm
FRIDAY    16TH   CUT-OFF FOR INPUT TO THE MAY/JUNE MAG.
Saturday     17th
    Willand Village Hall Coffee morning                       10.15am
Saturday     17th     Folk Dance Club Dance                          W.V.H.,      8.00pm

Monday      19th     Over 60’s Club Outing - Torre Cider Farm  W.V.H., 9.30am

Tuesday      20th
    Willand Rovers Bingo                             W.V.H.,      7.30pm
Thursday    22nd     Salsa DX & DX Basics  -  as March 4th

Thursday    22nd     Folk Dance Club Reunion Dinner & Dance W.V.H. 7.00pm

Thursday    29th      Salsa DX & DX Basics  - as March 4th
